
 

 

Trinity Lutheran Church 

 

RE: Announcement and Invitation to Worship at Church 

 

As the Pastor and Elders of Trinity, we are both excited and cautious to announce the coming 

transition to worshiping together at Trinity. The Elders have met twice, and we have a plan outlined 

below.  

 

Rationale: Because of the warnings by the medical community, the Governor’s office, and the advice 

of our District Leadership, we have followed the early directive and provided worship online during 

this first stage of the Covid-19 pandemic.  

 

Yamhill County is currently in Phase 2, which allows up to 250 people in worship indoors as long as 

there is a physical distance maintained. However, we know physical distancing is most effective 

outdoors, and it is prolonged exposure and the amount of exposure that puts people at greatest risk 

for catching and transmitting this virus.  

 

Out of Love for Christ and love for God’s people, we have intentionally delayed reopening. Reopening 

would have required extensive safety protocols (Limiting attendance to under 25, physical distance, 

masks, no singing, registering in advance, etc.). Though we are in phase 2, which allows more 

flexibility, we still are not ready to put our members at risk to the extent the Governor allows.   

 

OUR PLAN 

Online Worship: will continue. There are people who still can’t worship on-site due to health 

concerns, time, distance, or many various reasons. There is no value judgement for those who don’t 

yet feel ready to come together. It is OK. Just worship the Lord as He guides you. But, be sure to 

Worship the LORD; that is what is important.  

 

On-site Worship:  OUTDOORS- Since we have been blessed with a very nice outdoor location, and 

since the risk there is far less, our first step toward worshiping together will be outdoors.  

 

Date and Time: July 12, 2020 10 AM, every Sunday in July and August, weather permitting, and 

depending on the virus.  We will review based on current conditions and on how well outdoor 

worship is working.  

 

Location: OUTDOORS- We will set a place of worship under the trees, on the lawn, on the south side 

of the church. 

 

Should I attend?  This is a question for you to ask yourself. 

● Am I feeling well that morning? If you aren’t feeling well, please stay home for your sake and for the 

sake of others.   



● Am I, or the ones I care for, in a high risk group based on age or other health concerns? These are 

considerations that you will need to reflect on for yourself. 

   

Seating: We recommend the following:  

 a) People bring their own lawn chairs so they can be comfortable. Chairs will be provided if 

people don’t have them or forget. We will sanitize all provided chairs before and after worship.  

 b) Ushers will help those attending to organize seating so family groups sit together, with the 

groups physically distanced from each other.    

 

Service: 

 a) We are encouraging people to wear masks. 

 b) We are encouraging people not to mingle. (I know that is hard to do)  

 b) There will be bulletins (not handed out, but available to pick up from a table, use, 

and take home). 

c) Music will be provided by a piano rolled outdoors and, hopefully, song leaders.  We plan to   

sing outdoors for those who are comfortable.   

 d) We will borrow an outdoor sound system. 

 e) Offering plates won’t be passed around but can be dropped off at one or two locations.  

 

Communion:  

Understand this will be a little different for all.  Covid-19 has caused us to make temporary 

changes.    

 Host: We will provide a fellowship cup of factory-sealed bread and grape juice.  

 Reception: People, or a designee from their family group, will come forward and pick up their 

“fellowship cup," maintaining a physical distance of 6 ft. Those communing will take the cups to their 

seats. Together, we will receive communion, and the empty cups and wrappers will then be placed in 

trash cans provided.  

 

Children’s Message: Children will remain seated with their families for the message.  

 

Dismissal:  

Following the service, there won’t be a fellowship time, since that is considered the greatest   

risk of transmitting the virus. If someone is unknowingly exposed, they could transmit it to 

others. 

 

Weather/ Communication: We are planning for our on-site worship to be outdoors for July and 

likely August. The weather is traditionally dry with mild/moderate temperatures in the morning. In the 

event that rain is likely, we will review our plans. Elders, the office, and/or the Pastor will communicate 

with worshipers if service is cancelled. We will set up a system using Constant Contact, or something 

like it, to share a timely message.  

 

Discussion: The next Elders' meeting is scheduled for July 16, which is after our first outdoor service. 

The Pastor and Elders will be calling congregation members to assess our outdoor service, to check-in 

to see how people are doing, to answer questions, and to address concerns.    

 



 

 

We are excited about the things God has in store for us. We aren’t living in fear, but in faith 

and love we are moving forward and will review conditions as they unfold.  

 

We look forward to worshiping indoors when we think that the risk has decreased to an acceptable 

level. We also recognize that “acceptable” is relative to the person making that assessment. 

 

We still need, and will likely need more, volunteers. If you have any questions or concerns, don’t 

hesitate to call me.  

 

I am looking forward to hearing from you, to worshiping with you. I am so thankful for all the 

dedication and help we have received from Taylor Grauer, Katie Anderson, Stefanie and Katy Morrow, 

Lora Howden, and members of the Trinity Choir for their enormous help, time, and commitment to 

bring online worship to you. We could not have done it without them. We have learned a great deal, 

and if you are interested in being part of our tech team, please give me a call. I would like to have a 

number of people trained and ready to share in the joyful service of bringing worship to a larger 

audience. 

 

God bless you in Jesus as we worship and serve Him together,  

 

Pastor Bill Hering  

June 25, 2020 


